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I. INTRODUCTION 



Since the first application of Turkey for membership of the European Union (EU) 
in 1963, Turkey has waited patiently while other states, not subject to the same conditions 
set by the EU for Turkey, have been accepted as members. Despite the fact that Turkey 
strongly desires to join the EU, Turkey is potentially the last country in Europe expected 
to gain membership in the EU, because of its short and long-term domestic and 
international problems, such as poor democracy, insufficient economic capacity, 
problems with Greece in the Aegean Sea and the divided status of Cyprus after the 
Turkish occupation of Northern Cyprus in 1974. 

The end of the Cold War created new concerns over Turkish accession into the 
EU. The newly freed countries of Eastern Europe from the Soviet hegemony have applied 
for the EU membership and jumped the line before Turkey. The EU has made it clear that 
the enlargement of the EU to include these Central and Eastern European countries is a 
moral obligation and a historical opportunity for a stable, peaceful, prosperous Europe. 
This new environment made the process of joining the EU more complex for Turkey. 
Currently 12 countries and Turkey are waiting for the entrance into the EU (see Figure 1 
on page 2). 

After the end of the Cold War, Turkey's strategic importance in the defense and 
security system of Europe decreased in terms of preventing any possible Soviet threat, 
since the Soviet Union no more exists, but on the other hand, the strategic importance of 
Turkey also increased to provide and keep the peace and stability in the southeastern 
flank of Europe, because of ongoing conflicts in the Balkans, the Caucasus, Northern 
Iraq, and the Middle East. 
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Figure 1: The Enlargement Process of the European Union (The EU has not started 
Accession Talks with Turkey yet.) 

From Ref. [Shaping the Union, The Economist , 07 December 2000]. 
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During 1990s, the EU began to structure itself as the civic society of Europe with 
its own interpretations and visions of democracy, rule of law, human rights, protection of 
minority rights, and market economy. Since this development in European societal 
structure, relations between EU and Turkey have taken a form for the worse. Turkey's 
domestic issues, which were not previously regarded as roadblocks for the integration of 
Turkey into Europe, have became major obstacles for Turkish accession into the EU. 

The rise of radical Islam and the separatist Kurdish movement currently pose 
major threats to the stability of Turkey. In this respect, according to Turkish politicians 
and military leaders, Turkey lives a high-stakes dilemma, in which the Turkish 
government must choose between adopting regulations that promote respect for 
individual rights, protection of minorities, respect for human rights and rule of law, or 
experience a huge insurgency (including the possible disintegration of the state caused by 
separatist actions) and the instability caused by radical Islamic movement. 1 

In regard to finding a solution to this dilemma, the Turkish Military plays a major 
role in shaping the policies designed to alleviate the crises. Because of this powerful 
influence, the role of the Turkish military in governing Turkish society is another primary 
concern for the EU in assuring itself of the status of Turkey’s democracy. 

Two other major EU concerns about Turkey are its relations with Greece and the 
historical debate over the ownership of Cyprus. Although Turkey’s relations with Greece 
have strengthened after the devastating earthquakes in both countries in 1999, the major 
problems between two countries are still expected to be addressed by two countries and 



1 McBride, E„ Survey: Turkey- the Last Line of Defence, The Economist , p. 13, London, 10 June 2000. 
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the EU. The other matter of concern, which is also related to Greece, is the divided status 



of Cyprus. 

Turkish motivations for joining the EU have various political, economic, defense 
and sociological sources. With Mustafa Kemal Ataturk, the founder of modem Turkey 
and president until his death in 1938, Turkey has advanced rapidly in the process of 
westernization— a process that has continued until now. Most of the Turkish intellectuals 
regard Turkey as a European country. But some political groups, especially the Islamic 
faction, see Turkey as an Islamic oriented country. Some western intellectuals, including 
Samuel Huntington, a well-known author in the United States of America, have also 
pointed out the oriental-based, divided cultural structure of Turkey. 2 Nevertheless, for 
many Turks, the EU represents Europe, and EU membership will confirm the acceptance 
of Turkey’s status as a European country. 

Because of its geographical location, Turkey has a critical place in the defense of 
Europe. Eventhough, Turkey has not acquired EU membership yet, Turkey is already 
playing an important role in European affairs as a member of NATO and many Western 
European organizations such as the European Council, Organization for Security and 
Cooperation in Europe (OSCE), Organization for Economic Cooperation and 
Development (OECD), and Western European Union (WEU). Moreover, the EU has 
granted Turkey the candidacy status in its Helsinki Summit in December 1999. 

Turkey is pushing hard to gain acceptance into the EU. Applications submitted 
prior to December 1999, were rejected by EU Commission on the basis of: 

• Weak democratic institutions and low respect for rule of law; 

Huntington, S. P. The Clash of Civilizations and the Remaking of World Order, pp. 144- 145, New York, A 
Touchstone Book, 1997. 
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• Human rights abuses; 

• Abuses and suppression of the political-social and cultural rights of its 
Kurdish originated citizens; 

• High level of influence of the Turkish military in political affairs; 

• Weak economy; and 

• Disputes with Greece and the Cyprus problem. 

Other than these official reasons, there are additional political, institutional, cultural and 
economic reasons preventing Turkish accession into the EU, evolving from the EU itself 
or from EU member states. 

The following questions will form the theoretical basis for the unresolved debates 
investigated in this thesis: (1) Where is Turkey’s place in the complex European 
organization? (2) Is Turkey really part of Europe? and, (3)Why does Turkey have such a 
low priority in the European's list of potential candidates to gain acceptance into the EU? 
This thesis will argue that Turkey has no real alternative other than to join the EU, 
despite tremendous obstacles, (which are mainly domestic). This thesis will also argue 
that, with its historical and current ties to Europe, Turkey is a European country. 
However, its full integration into the European Union will be a difficult and lengthy one 
due to Turkey's short and long-term problems and the EU’s policies. 

This paper will be organized in five chapters. The questions of what EU and 
Europe means to Turkey, and Turkey’s place in contemporary European society are the 
main focus of the Introduction, and will lay out the theoretical basis for thesis. The 
second chapter deals with the EU regulations and policies about enlargement, the EU's 
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membership criteria for the applicants, and the policies and problems within the EU 
preventing an early accession of Turkey. 

The third chapter will discuss the obstacles that prevent acceptance of Turkey into 
the EU in detail. I will examine the current status of the problems vis a ' vis the EU 
requirements and the Turkish government’s plan to make the necessary regulations 
through laws. 

The fourth chapter will examine how each party could gain mutual benefits from 
Turkish accession into the EU. What aspects of the EU are the most attractive for Turkey, 
and could Turkey use EU membership to settle its long lasting problems? This chapter 
will also briefly address the current status of Turkey's other international relations in the 
region. 

The fifth chapter will conclude that EU membership for Turkey is, and will 
continue to be a top priority, and will enable Turkey to thrive as a modem, prosperous, 
democratic and stable European country. To this end, both the EU and Turkey should 
engage in mutual recognition of their respective expectations, challenges and policies for 
a stronger Europe. 
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II. EU POLICIES ON ENLARGEMENT AND REQUIREMENTS 

FOR FULL MEMBERSHIP 

A. GENERAL POLICIES 

The European Union is aiming to reach two major goals by integrating Europe. 

As the European Commissioner for enlargement Gunter Verhaugen stated one is reaching 
to the Civil Europe that provides peace and stability by guaranteeing democracy, rule of 
law, respect for human rights and protection of minorities. The other is creating a market 
that is open and competitive. 3 

In Europe the main source of integration had always been some kind of conflict, 
which in each case had destroyed much of Europe. So, not surprisingly, when it was 
established after World War II, the first objective of the European Coal and Steel 
Community (ECSC) was to eliminate the causes that could result in another European 
war, particularly between Germany and France. In this point Gunter Verhaugen also 
states that, “The process of enlargement is instrumental for solving minority problems 
and border disputes and is instrumental for the solution of conflicts between neighboring 
countries. . . The best way to make Europe a safer place where the nightmares of the past 
will really disappear is to go ahead with full integration of the European continent.” 4 

In addition to preventing any possible future European war, an enlargement of the 
EU throughout Eastern Europe has serious historical, cultural, social, political and 
economic implications for all current and prospective EU members. During the 1 993 
Copenhagen Summit, in Copenhagen, Denmark, the EU decided to admit ten countries 

3 Guttman, R. J., European Commissioner for Enlargement: Gunter Verheugen 

Europe, Washington; June 2000. Available online: f http://proQuest.umi.com/pqdweb.htm l. Accessed on 22 
August 2000. 

4 Ibid. 
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